
 

 

City Council of Commerce City 
Regular Meeting Agenda 

Council Chambers, 7887 E. 60th Ave. 

Monday, May 23, 2011, 6:30 p.m. 
 

(TIMES INDICATED NEXT TO AGENDA ITEMS ARE 
AN APPROXIMATE START TIME ONLY) 

1. Call to Order - 6:30

2. Roll Call - 6:35

3. Pledge of Allegiance

4. Audience Introduction - 6:40

5. Presentations & Proclamations

a) 6:45 Proclamation supporting the "Brake for Bela" safety 
campaign 
 
 

Tab 1 

b) 6:55 Proclamation honoring Dijoun Quinn 
 
 

Tab 2 

6. Citizen Communication - 7:05
Two Public Comment Rosters are available immediately inside the Council Chambers.  Anyone who 
would like to address Council will be given the opportunity after signing one of the rosters. Speakers 
should limit their comments to three minutes.

7. Resolution
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7. Resolution

a) 7:20 Resolution 2011-31 RESOLUTION APPROVING 
EXTENSION OF REBATES AND BENEFITS 
FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
 
 

Tab 3 

8. Study Items

a) 7:30 Heartland Urban Garden Presentation to City Council 
 
 

Tab 4 

b) 7:45 Presentation by Sam Mamet, Executive Director of the 
Colorado Municipal League 
 
 

Tab 5 

9. Council Business

a) 8:10 Discussion on process to fill City Council vacancy and 
select a date for interviews 
 
 

Tab 6 

10. Administrative Council Business - 8:40

11. Legislative Update - 8:55

12. Reports - 9:00

13. Adjourn - 9:15
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Council Communication 
City Council Meeting: 23 May 2011  
Prepared: 10 May 2011  
Number of Attachments: 2 
  

 

 

Subject: Proclamation supporting the "Brake for Bela" safety campaign 
 
Presenter: Brian McBroom/Karen Morales 
 
Recommended City Council Action: 
Approve proclamation as presented. 
 
Summary Statement: 
In the summer of 2009, Denver-metropolitan-area resident Kristi Estes' 5-year-old 
daughter Bela was struck by a car while playing with neighborhood friends near the street 
in front of her house. Although she survived the accident, Bela sustained significant 
injuries to her face and body, as well as emotional trauma that was difficult to overcome. 
Bela's mother works as a public relations associate at Communication Infrastructure 
Group (CIG) and the CIG team decided to launch a grassroots driving awareness 
campaign called "Brake for Bela" to give back to the community and remind the public to 
both drive and play safe in neighborhoods, especially during the summer months. 
 
 
Motor vehicle crashes are the leading cause of death for children 2-14 years of age 
and residential speeding is one of the single greatest complaints according to police 
departments and City Council representatives throughout the United States. The 
public service campaign will launch its inaugural year the last week of this May and 
continue through the end of August, to coincide with the traditional summer break 
for local schools. CIG has been working with various municipalities in the 
metropolitan region to pass proclamations in support of “Brake for Bela” and 
respectfully request Commerce City join the cause and help spread the word. 
 
Next Steps: Approve proclamation as presented. 
 
Expenditure Required: N/A 
 
Source of Funds: N/A 
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Policy Issue: N/A 
 
Alternative: Council can modify the proclamation as presented. 
Council can not approve the proclamation as presented. 
 
Background Information: 
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Office of the Mayor
 

Commerce City, Colorado 
 

Proclamation

 
WHEREAS, coinciding with the traditional end of the school year, the summer

months of June through August represent increased activity among children in
neighborhoods and surrounding streets; and; and
 

WHEREAS, motor vehicle crashes are the leading cause of death for children 2-14
years of age; and

 
WHEREAS, residential speeding is one of the single greatest complaints

according to police departments and City Council representatives throughout the
United States; and 

 
WHEREAS, focused and alert drivers who adhere to the posted neighborhood

speed limit make our streets inherently safer for pedestrians, bikers and other drivers;
and
 

WHEREAS, it is our duty as concerned citizens and parents to educate children
about the importance of practicing safety and awareness while playing in
neighborhoods;
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that I, on behalf of City Council, hereby
recognize the “Brake for Bela” summer safe neighborhood driving awareness campaign
starting the last week of May through August 2011.
 
 
 

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my
hand and caused this seal to be affixed.

 
CITY OF COMMERCE CITY, COLORADO

 
 

______________________________________
Mayor Paul Natale

ATTEST:
 
______________________________________________________ Date:  ______________________________
Laura J. Bauer, CMC, City Clerk
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Brake for Bela 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

School Is Out. Kids Are About. 
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Council Communication 
City Council Meeting: 23 May 2011  
Prepared: 17 May 2011  
Number of Attachments: 1 
  

 

 

Subject: Proclamation honoring Dijoun Quinn 
 
Presenter: Brian McBroom/Chief Philip Baca 
 
Recommended City Council Action: 
Approve the proclamation as presented. 
 
Summary Statement: 
City Council requested a proclamation honoring 18-year old Dijoun Quinn, who was 
a victim of a senseless act of violence while walking to the convenience store March 
27, 2011. The proclamation also encourages community members to come 
forward with any information that can help the Commerce City Police Department 
solve this case and bring closure to the family. 
 
Members of the Quinn family will be in attendance.  
 
Next Steps: N/A 
 
Expenditure Required: N/A 
 
Source of Funds: N/A 
 
Policy Issue: N/A 
 
Alternative: Council could choose not to approve the proclamation as presented. 
Council could choose to amend the proclamation as presented. 
 
Background Information: 
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Office of the Mayor 
 

Commerce City, Colorado 
 

Proclamation 

 

 

WHEREAS, 18-year old Dijoun Quinn was a special and vibrant young man 
who stayed busy with school activities and enjoyed all sports, especially basketball, 
football, and baseball; and 
 

WHEREAS, he recently graduated from Adams City High School, was gainfully 
employed and was preparing to serve our country in the armed forces; and 

 
WHEREAS, Dijoun Quinn loved and was loved by his family, and all those who 

met him were touched by his friendly smile, politeness and positive attitude; and 
 

WHEREAS, on Sunday, March 27, Dijoun Quinn lost his life to a senseless act of 
violence while walking to the convenience store; and  

 
WHEREAS, the Commerce City Police Department is still working diligently to 

solve this case and requires additional information to help with the investigation. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, on behalf of City Council, I hereby proclaim special 
recognition and honor the life of Commerce City resident Dijoun Quinn. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that we encourage community members to come 

forward with any information that can help bring closure and peace to his family.  
 

       In witness whereof I have hereunto set my 
       hand and caused this seal to be affixed. 

 

       CITY OF COMMERCE CITY, COLORADO 
 
 
       ______________________________________ 

       Mayor Paul Natale 
ATTEST: 
 

______________________________________________________ Date:  ______________________________ 

Laura J. Bauer, CMC, City Clerk 
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Council Communication 
City Council Meeting: 23 May 2011  
Prepared: 18 May 2011  
Number of Attachments: 1 
  

 

 

Subject: Resolution to approve an extension of the Incentive Program 
established by R-2010-33 
 
Presenter: Brian McBroom 
 
Recommended City Council Action: 
Staff recommends approval of an extension of the current incentive program for three 
(months).  
 
Summary Statement: 
This resolution is the result of a request by City Council during the Council meeing on 
Monday, May 15, to extend the current incentive program for a three (3) month 
period. 
 
Next Steps: Extend the program for a three (3) month period to end on September 
1, 2011. After that time Economic Development staff will analyze program results and 
present recommendations to Council regarding future economic incentives. 
 
Expenditure Required: Actual expenditure will be based on program guidelines for 
rebates of City fees and/or sales and/or use tax.  
 
Source of Funds: Incentive funding will be a rebate of actual sales and/or use tax 
and fees remitted and/or paid. 
 
Policy Issue: The Commerce City Incentive Program was initially approved by City 
Council in 2010 and extended until June 1, 2011. This resolution would further extend 
the program to September 1, 2011. 
 
Alternative: The alternative to extending the program is to let the program proceed 
as is and expire June 1, 2011. 
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Background Information: 
On May 24, 2010, City Council passed a resolution to accept the recommendations 
ofthe Business Advancement Task Force and approve certain rebates for Economic 
Developmet in Commerce City. the intent of the program was to attract new 
buiensses and help existing businesses expand to stimulate economic growth in 
Commerce City. The program has been well received. Although the national and state 
economy remain weak, more buinesses are planning for growth. An extension of the 
program is warranted to provide a tool to continue to attract new businesses, help 
existing businesses that are planning to expand and provide an incentive to 
homeowners for improving homes in the city. 
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RESOLUTION APPROVING EXTENSION OF REBATES AND BENEFITS FOR
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

NO. 2011-31

WHEREAS, on May 24, 2010, the City Council adopted Resolution No. 2010-33,

which  accepted  the  recommendations  of  the  Business  Advancement  Task  Force  and

approved  certain  rebates  and  benefits  for  economic  development  within  the  City  of

Commerce City (the “City”); 

WHEREAS, on December 6, 2010, the City Council, having determined that
businesses and homeowners in the City were still under considerable financial pressure,
passed Resolution No. 2010-69, which extended through June 1, 2011, the rebates and
benefits for economic development approved in Resolution No. 2010-33;

WHEREAS, the City Council again finds that the business and homeowner
incentives programs implemented by the City to spur economic development have been
successful; and

WHEREAS, the City Council hereby finds and determines that businesses and
homeowners in the City continue to be under financial pressure due to the current
economic climate and that an extension of the business and homeowner incentives
program beyond June 1, 2011, will continue to provide a necessary boost to economic
development in the City.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE
CITY OF COMMERCE CITY, COLORADO AS FOLLOWS:

1. The rebates and benefits approved by the City Council via Resolution No.
2010-33, and extended by Resolution No. 2010-69, are hereby further
extended through September 1, 2011.

2. All  such  benefits  and  rebates  shall  be  administered  by,  and  shall  be

provided pursuant  to  such rules  and guidelines  established by,  the  City’s

Economic Development Division.

RESOLVED AND PASSED THIS 23rd DAY OF MAY, 2011.

CITY OF COMMERCE CITY

_______________________________
Paul Natale, Mayor

ATTEST:

_______________________________
Laura J. Bauer, CMC, City Clerk
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Council Communication 
City Council Meeting: 23 May 2011  
Prepared: 06 May 2011  
Number of Attachments: 1 
  

 

 

Subject: Heartland Urban Garden Presentation to City Council 
 
Presenter: Michael Scanlon - Heartland Urban Garden 
 
Recommended City Council Action: 
General direction to staff regarding the Heartland Urban Garden group's request for 
assistance from the City. 
 
Summary Statement: 
The Heartland Urban Garden (HUG) group has prepared a presentation to City 
Council. 
The purpose of the presentation is to inform City Council of HUG's plan for the 
community garden and to request to assistance from the City to make their plans 
come true. 
The proposed location for the HUG community garden is on city owned land which 
was dedicated to the city for a future school site by the developer. 
Landmark Academy occupies the majority of the site, the eastern portion is currently 
vacant, however the school district has previously requested the vacant land be held 
for future school use. 
The site currently does not have a water tap. 
HUG is seeking city assistance for use of the property for a community garden and 
with getting water to the site to support the community garden. 
 
Next Steps: HUG will work with appropriate City Staff regarding use of the 
property and plan for getting water to the site. Staff will bring this item back to City 
Council for formal action once the details have been worked out.  
 
Expenditure Required: None at this time 
 
Source of Funds: N/A 
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Policy Issue: Should the City provide assistance of this nature to community garden 
groups. 
 
Alternative: Do nothing. 
 
Background Information: 
The Heartland Urban Garden (HUG) is a group of neighbors most of whom reside in 
the Reunion sub division. HUG members formed an association with the goal of 
building a community garden in the reunion sub division of Commerce City just north 
of the Landmark Academy site. The HUG group prepared a presentation to the City 
Council with the purpose of informing the City Council of the plan for the garden and 
to request to work further with the City management to make their plans come true. 
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We are residents of north Commerce 
City. We are working to create a 

community garden on the vacant lot 
behind Landmark Academy.
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Mission
 Provide our children healthy food and 

vegetables we grown ourselves, organically

 Provide a garden where our children can get 
their hands dirty and fully understand 
where their food comes from.
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eartland      rban      arden  

Plan
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Garden PLAN

 Create a garden that will encourage healthy 
living and increase community and local 
partnerships by forming a community 
gardening cooperative that will be 
responsible for the planning, design, 
planting, upkeep, and harvest of the 
garden.

 Improve the beauty of the land and create 
an environment that is healthy for the 
community.P
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Liability Plan 

 Flexibility

 Waivers

 Insurance

 Soil Test 
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HUG Request
Land

1. Donated by Commerce City

2. Lease to HUG for $1 per year for 5-
years with three (3) one year voluntary 
extensions

 Location:

 105th block to 106th block of Olathe 
Street

 Lot Number: 2

 Parcel # 172308404004P
age 20 of 41



HUG Request Cont.
Water Partnership

1. Assist using Equivalent Residential Units 
(ERU) or mobile water system

2. Assist with water obligations
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Implementation

 Planter Box

 Phase 1

 Transplant or plant 

 Phase 2

 Beautification

 Phase 3

 First Community Garden

 Phase 4

 Second Community Garden
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Phase 1
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Phase 1 Phase 2
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Phase 1 Phase 2

Phase 3
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Phase 1 Phase 2

Phase 3

Phase 4
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Sustainability

 Dues

 Grants

 Volunteers

 Farmers Market
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Philanthropy

HUG is committed to giving back to our 
community

 Food banks

 Shelters

 Schools
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Thank you

Questions?

P
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If you are having fun...you must be in HUG!
Questions and Membership Information: 

(720) 263-1HUG 
info@heartlandurbangarden.org
www.heartlandurbangarden.org

Facebook | Twitter

P
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Resources

www.Agriburbia.com/landowners.hml

www.heartlandurbangarden.org

City of Commerce City 
www.ci.commerce-city.co.us

Google maps – www.google.com
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Council Communication 
City Council Meeting: 23 May 2011  
Prepared: 11 May 2011  
Number of Attachments: 1 
  

 

 

Subject: Presentation by Sam Mamet, Executive Director of the Colorado 
Municipal League 
 
Presenter: Sam Mamet, Executive Director of the Colorado Municipal 
League 
 
Recommended City Council Action: 
This is an informational presentation and no action is required at this time. 
 
Summary Statement: 
Presentation by Sam Mamet, Executive Director of the Colorado Municipal League 
on the overall economic situation of cities in Colorado and it's implications on 
Commerce City's long-range financial planning process. 
 
Next Steps: Continued discussion in regard to the long-range financial plan at the 
council/staff planning meeting on June 13, 2011. 
 
Expenditure Required: No expenditure is required. 
 
Source of Funds: N/A 
 
Policy Issue: N/A 
 
Alternative: N/A 
 
Background Information: 
As part of the information gathering process leading to an in-depth discussion 
regarding the long-range financial plan for Commerce City, the City Council and the 
City Manager would like to benefit from learning more from the experts on what are 
the economic issues facing other similar municipalities in Colorado. This information 
will also show the issues impacts Commerce City and what lessons can be learned 
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from other past actions. 
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Council Communication 
City Council Meeting: 23 May 2011  
Prepared: 17 May 2011  
Number of Attachments:  
  

 

Subject: Discussion on process to fill City Council vacancy and select a date 
for interviews. 
 
Presenter: Karen Stevens and Laura Bauer 
 
Recommended City Council Action: 
Determine process City Council desires to follow to fill vacancy and select date for 
interivews to be held if desired by City Council.  
 
Summary Statement: 

● City Council has a vacant position due to the resignation of Tony Johnson on 
May 16, 2011. 

● Section 4.5(b) of the City Charter requires the remaining City Council 
members appoint an eligible person to fill the vacancy in not less than 10 days 
or more than 30 days after the vacancy occurs. 

● The appointee will serve until the next organization meeting of the City Council, 
which will be held following the November 1, 2011 general election. 

● The City Charter does not specify the process which must be used to fill the 
vacant position. 

● The last vacancy filled was the position held by Mayor Natale due to his 
election as Mayor in 2007. 

● The process used at that time was as follows: 
❍ The position vacancy was announced, eligibility requirements were 

provided and a call for interested parties to submit letters of interest was 
done. 

❍ City Council reviewed the letters of interest and interviewed the 
interested parties. 

❍ The interviews were held on one day in the Council work room by City 
Council members. 

❍ City Council filled the vacant position by appointment of a person 
following the interview process. 
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● The eligibility requirements as outlined in the City Charter are: 

❍ Be a citizen of the United States 
❍ Be at least 18 years of age 
❍ Be a resident of Commerce City for 12 months immediately preceding 

the appointment 
❍ Be a registered voter of the City 
❍ Not be currently on probation or parole for a felony or an offense 

comparable to a felony in the military 
  

● Letters of interest must be submitted by 5 p.m. on June 3, 2011 to the City 
Clerks office. 

❍ Letters of interest should include the applicant's name, a statement of 
intent, and a declaration that the applicant meets the eligibility 
requirements outlined in the City Charter. 

  
● Staff has announced the vacancy in the following manner: 

❍ A press release was sent on May 17, 2011 regarding Tony Johnson's 
resignation, announcing the vacant City Council position, soliciting letters 
of interest from the residents and listing eligibility requirements as 
outlined in the City Charter. 

❍ The information will also be provided on the City's website, Facebook 
and Twitter accounts. 

❍ Advertisements are going to be placed in YourHub, Commerce City 
Courier Sentinel, and the Brighton Standard Blade. 

  
 
Next Steps: City Council determines process they wish to use to fill the vacancy and 
select the date they wish to interview or otherwise determine who to appoint. 
 
 
Expenditure Required: No expenditure is requred. 
 
Source of Funds: N/A 
 
Policy Issue: Appointment to fill a vacant City Council position is required to occur 
in not less than 10 days or more than 30 days by City Charter. City Council may 
determine the process they wish to use to fill the vacant position. 
 
Alternative: No alternative exists , the City Charter requres City Council to fill 
vacant position.  
 
Background Information: 
See above information. 
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